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purposely ; for this chapter cannot yet be finished. Here
is manifest the difficulty of writing with full justice the
biography of a man who is still alive, and a man who lives
with a special intensity and is energetically active. During
the first sixty years of his life Papen has prepared so many,
mostly unpleasant, surprises for himself and the world
around him that one cannot anticipate the number and
quality of the surprises he still has in store. It is not to be
supposed that this man will suddenly develop into an honest
and forthright politician, into a benefactor of humanity or
a self-sacrificing individual. But it is to be assumed that,
in spite of the fact that he is by no means young in years,
as Hitler's Intriguer No. i of the Third Reich he will strive
with all his might to gain fame by doing harm and bringing
others to disaster.
At the date when this book is finished, Franz von Papen
is still German Ambassador to Turkey. It is therefore
impossible to pronounce a comprehensive judgment on his
activities in this post as has been done in the other sections
of his life story. In the interests of Turkey it is to be hoped
that Papen's ambassadorship in Ankara will not be accom-
panied by grave disasters to the Turkish Republic or any
of its people,, disasters such as have befallen other countries
and people with whom Herr von Papen has come into
contact.
At the close of 1939 Turkey was visited by appalling
calamities of nature, earthquakes and floods. One would
not dream of connecting these catastrophes with Herr von
Papen's presence in Turkey. But it is possible that the
stamina and political security of Turkey may have been
threatened in one way or another by these visitations. It
may be that through them Turkish resistance to the Soviet
has been slightly diminished, and consequently the pride
and rigid inflexibility of their attitude will abate by a hair's
breadth. We must not assume that this will be the case.
For in Turkey, a country so steeled and tested, earthquakes
and floods with their terrible accompaniment of destruction
of life and property are not wont to produce the same set-